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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

NEWS RELEASE 

 

YASMIN AHMAD OF PETRONAS VIDEO FAME TO SHARE 
INSIGHTS ON CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AT PR 

ACADEMY’S 7 TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON 
COMMUNICATING IN THE NEW  MEDIA ENVIRONMENT 

 
 More than 200 delegates from the public and private sectors will gather 
at PR Academy’s 7th Annual Conference at Grand Copthorne Waterfront 
Hotel to tap into the combined knowledge and experience of 11 experts 
from the Asia-Pacific region in new media and strategic communication  

 

Does a Yellow Ribbon mean anything to you? For many in the 

western world, it means “don’t forget me”. But for most Singaporeans, 

the yellow ribbon equals a second chance – and society’s attempt to 

reintegrate offenders into society. The Prison Service’s Yellow Ribbon 

project, in fact, is now a household name and the values it stands for 

immediately discernable.  

 

For a social cause like this, the communication project is made 

more challenging as the message is aimed, not just to inform, but also to 

appeal to society’s collective conscience. The communication message 
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has to be carefully strategised, crafted and integrated into a variety of 

communication media, be it the traditional way, or through new media 

and other social media platforms. This is no easy task – especially for 

social messaging. Just how did the prisons manage this? 

 

More than 200 delegates from Singapore, Australia, Brunei, Hong 

Kong, and Malaysia will get to hear these insights first-hand at PR 

Academy’s 7th Annual Conference on 22 May 08. Themed “Strategic 

Communication: Communicating in the New Media Environment”, the 

conference has drawn overwhelming response from Singapore’s 

communication specialists, as well as from the region.  

 

The conference will be opened by Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, 

Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports while Prof 

Kishore Mahbubani, one of Singapore’s most prominent diplomats and 

now, Dean and Professor in the Practice of Public Policy at Lee Kuan 

Yew School of Public Policy, NUS, will deliver the Keynote Address. 

 

New media applications, including social media, will be the flavour 

of the day at the conference, but traditional media will still hold its own.  

The traditional media’s strength will be showcased by none other than 

Malaysian award-winning film director, Ms Yasmin Ahmad. Perhaps best 

known in Singapore for the series of classic videos she produced for 

Malaysian oil company, Petronas, as part of their CSR campaign, she will 
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be talking to “people as people”, and share her expertise in integrating 

both medium of communication. 

 

But can media integration really work? Two stalwarts, Mr Felix 

Soh, Head of Digital Media (SPH), and Mr Goh Sin Teck, Senior 

Executive Editor of Lianhe Zaobao (SPH), from the traditional media 

who practice this daily in their newsrooms will vouch for this. And of 

course, media, in whatever form, is all about engaging its audiences. 

Australian facilitation expert Dr Vivien Twyford, and US new media 

consultant, Eric Schwartzman will, among other issues, share how new 

media can influence decision making through higher participation and 

greater visibility of achievement. The complete speakers’ list and 

conference programme are attached. 

 

Commenting on why the Public Relations Academy had chosen to 

focus on strategic communication and new media, Ms Sulosana 

Karthigasu, Managing Director of PR Academy, said: “Organisations can 

no longer just rely on traditional media platforms such as corporate 

websites, newspapers, TV and radio, or take out advertisements to 

communicate their information. They need to stay relevant and leverage 

on the new media technologies that seem to resonate better with some 

audiences. To do this effectively, we need to know how and what to do – 

and acquire the necessary skills set. This conference is the Academy’s 

latest attempt to meet this urgent need.” 
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Ms Karthigasu observed that despite the growing popularity of the 

new media, mainstream media and traditional face-to-face 

communication, will continue to be relevant, especially in community 

engagement and participation, where people, especially the older citizens,   

prefer personal interaction. 

 

Those who need more in-depth skills in new media and facilitation 

skills, will be able to do so at the conference workshops on “New Media 

PR Boot Camp (20-21 May)” and “Facilitation Skills for Community 

Engagement (23 May)”, conducted by new media expert Mr Eric 

Schwartzman, and Dr Vivian Twyford, respectively. Both these 

workshops have since been over-subscribed and registrations are now 

closed. 

 

 

 
Issued by: The Public Relations Academy 
  Ministry of Information, Communication and the Arts 
 

Date:  16 May 2008 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For more details or to arrange interviews with any of the speakers, please 

contact: Ms Jeannie Tay, 68379852 or email: jeannie_tay@mica.gov.sg 
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About PR Academy 

 

The PR Academy was set up in June 2001 as part of the 

government’s efforts to enhance communications skills of public sector 

officers so that they can communicate programmes and policies more 

effectively with Singaporeans. The Annual Conference is now recognised 

as a major highlight for Singapore’s PR fraternity to share experiences, 

network and learn from industry experts in various fields. The conference 

theme for each year is selected based to fill existing skills gap. 

 

Since its inception, the Academy has trained more than 8,000 

people in the various aspects of public relations, such as media and 

writing skills, public facilitation, crisis and risk communications, and the 

new media.   

 

  
 

Visit our website, www.pracad.com, for more information.  

 

 

 


